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Norman, recaptured it in 464 A.H. (1072 A.D.). Thus
Muslim domination of the island came to an end like
a happy dream.8
When Sicily was conquered by the Muslims it
became the base of a large number of naval expeditions
and invasions organised by the Aghlabites or the rulers
of Sicily or by special bands to invade the Italian ports
and shores and plunder them. These expeditions in-
cessantly attacked the eastern and western shores of
Italy spreading terror and alarm in the Christian prin-
cipalities. They returned laden with spoils and slaves
and held in the Muslim ports thriving markets of
slave trade. In 842 A.D. (227 A.H.) two Lombard
princes quarrelled on the Duchy of Beneventum (sou-
thern Italy), and one of them appealed for help to the
Emir of Sicily, Al-Fadl ibn Jaafar, who despatched a
strong expedition to Calabria.9 It occupied the port
of Bari and settled there. It also established there a
strong base for invasions in these waters, and ravaged
Calabria, and imposed tribute on most of its cities* In
846 A.D. (232 A.H.) another naval expedition sailed
from Sicily to the western shores of Italy, and after
ravaging its ports and plundering Fondi it anchored
at the mouth of the Tiber on which Rome is situ-
ated. It then penetrated to Rome and plundered the
churches of Saint Peter and Saint Paul which, at
that time, were outside the city, and the ** Queen of
Nations" (Rome) was saved from falling into their
hands only by the troops of Emperor Louis II (850
A.D.) ; the Saracens withdrew to besiege Gasta. Pope
Leo IV was obliged to fortify the Vatican suburb, and
included the churches of Saint Peter and Paul in the
new city known as the Leonine city-10 At the same
time the Muslims occupied the port of Taranto and,
afterwards, Ragusa, one of the ports of the eastern
Adriatic. The Muslim seamen then continued their
invasions in the Italian waters forcing the inhabitants
to build along the shores strong towers and forts to
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